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Miseries of people have not ended

The book is divided into British era and post British India, with the
authors passionately debating that not much has changed since the transition of power

MUBASHIR RAS00L BHAT

inward wound, for it will at 1ast burst; Avoid while
vioul can, distress to one heart, for a single moan
can quake the earth.”

The book “At War: Four Pillars of Falsehood and
Publicof Republic”™ is a never before expose of the pre-
vailing stans quo, the inherent colonial legacy, The
authors Aridaman Jit Singh and Nayani Singh makes
a bold assertion by suggesting that India in real essence
never attained freedom from Britain, but covertly irans
ferred the ownership from antocratic British to the
colonial pimps.

Theterm “colonial pimps” isfreely used throughont
thebook torelate to the stalwarts of the freedom move-
ment like Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, Mohammad Ali Jinnah, and Indian
National Congress (INC),

The anthors provides food for thought when they dig
into the past of Pt. Nehru and ME Gandhi. lays bare
the historical narrative and provides conclusive proof
with regards to them having beety on the side of the
Britishall through the enactment of the freedom strug-
gle circus,

Reader's discretion advised; be prepared to gasp. as
the gory truths about deceit and manipulations are let
loose in the public domain with undeniable facts.

Gandhi’s ‘Kaizer-o-Hind' Award for smearing the
revolation in South Africa, how Nehru's came to the
fore, and how revolutionaries like Baghat Singh etal,
their supreme sacrifices were never owned will keep
the readers glued to the book.

This well documented and precisely written pieco
of scholarshipis divided into British cra and post Brit
ish India, with the authors passionately debating that
not much has changed since the transition of power.

Sﬂikh Saadi warned, "Heware the build - up of an

Theauthors wishtotell the audiencethat the transi-
tion of power from the British crown was ta India and
not to Bharat. The Bharat suffered under the oppressive
regime of Eagt India Company and it continues fodao
s under the autocratic representatives of the Queean,
conciliatory classof intermediaries of INC and Muslim
League.

The miseries of the people have not ended, with
change of flags and guard. Colonies don't cease to be
colonies by getting independence of the sort India
achieved,

"At War: Four Pillars of Falashood and Public of
Repuhlic™ is a story of betrayal of the gullible Tndian
populationsinee the dawnof theendaf colonial oppres-
sion. Empowered with dubious colonial laws and equal-
Iy ambiguous and indeterminate constitution, that was
describes as “Waste Paper™ by =zome of the saner souls
of theconstituent assembly, the country has continued
thesolemn traditions ofthe extortionist colonial state-
craft; all the while projecting itself as world's largest
democracy.

Theauthors write that execotive, judiciary, legisla-
ture and press have achieved exactly opposite of what
they want us to believe they stand for,

The hvpoorisy of the icons of fresdom struggle often
comes tothe fore as the authors unfold the ambivalence
and posturing of their whims. The judiciary which
Mehru refused to be tried ander in 1921, declared it
farce, iz the same he preferred when “tryst with des-
tiny" speech was belted,

The authors further write that “India awakens to
freedom” was a deception galore to lull people into
incomprehension. On alighter note, the authors wants
s to know that when the “India awakens to freedom”
speech being broadcasied, the only people sleeping
were the peopleof Tndia as it wazaround midnight and
vast majority of rural hardworking Indians were hav
ing the much deserved rest.

The authors zay that the only people who were awake
were the people of England along with their Guee,

The book gives a vivid description of how the state
machinery inherited from the British was unleashed
on people as a source of oppression and it continues to
be so. Exploitative taxation under Raj continues inone
form or another, pillars of democtacy refuze to hold
state machinery answerable on account of crimes per
petuated against the average Indian, the executive, the
judiciary, the legislature and the press 1= nothing ot
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the knight in shining armour,

Theauthors have alsocalled the Indian constitution
as the “Law of the Lawlessness,”

One of authors has served in security apparatus of
India and was deputed as opsrational commanders on
internal security duty to Punjab, where the Khalistan
maovement had spread its fentacles and engulfed the
whaole region.

Hearticulates thecasestudy where he had hisfingers
on the pulsewith pure rationale and hard hitting facts,
The situation in Punjab wasexagperated tao satisfy the
whims and desires of the ruling elite.

The author writes that the drama was enacted with
the state machinery empowered with colonial laws that
gave forces the absolute impunity, Hence an era where
peaple could he held without trial, access to lawyers,
enforced disappearance, fake encounters, laws like
Armed Forces(Special Powers) Acta (AFSPA), Preven-
tion of Terrarism Act (POTA), and Terrorist and Dis-
ruptive Activities (Prevention) Act (TADAYyushered in
galore. A glaring conspicuous and telling insight is
provided when the book discusses how appointments
to the offices of highest prominence are carried ont.
The appointments of President, Governors of the states,
and other top ranking officials within the security
apparatus are merely tools of the central government
torob people of civil sovereignty dodgy ordinances are
pasged left, right and centre toexecute the gory will of
the state against the citizenry.

In conclusion, it would be apt to say that the inde-
pendence of India has not yet see its dawn, the zame
draconian colonial abyss prevails; the political move
ments of the past that claimed to have worked for the
people of India have in reality never reflected the true
aspirations of people.

Inretrospect, ithas become all the more imperative
that we hold these corridors of power accountable to
their vicious agendas against the very people they claim
to repressnt.

The conceptof modern day nationalism has come to
blind and divide rather than to enlighten and anite. It
is this modern day Frankenstein what Oscar Wilde
referred to as “vicions™.

The state does what it has to that is to safeguard
the territorial integrity and it does so in the garvb of
democracy.

Author can be malled at srinagar.dhvagmall.com
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Marginalization
of Zanskar must end

CHHEWANG DORJE

he much awaited Xojila Pass, which
Tmm nects Ladakh with restof thewarld,
was recpenad this yvear on May 28,
nearly after five months. Zojila Pass, the
lifeline of Ladakh, usually remains closed
for nearly half the year in winter owing to
heavy snowfall and avalanches. However,
as enon as the road opens it bring smile on
people’sfacein both Kargiland Leh. Apart
from essential commaodities, it bringsalong
a sense of freadom for the people. Hut little
does it change anything in the Zanskar
valley.
fanskarizsasub-districtof Kargildistrict.
It 15 at a distance of 235 Kilometres away

from Kargil town. Zanskar valley is one of

the most remotes valleys of the region. Itis
connected with the rest of world by only a
single motorable road that is Kargil-Zanskar
road. This road which passes through the
Penzila Pass remains closed for seven to
pight monthsevery vear dusto heavy snow-
fall. Life comes nearly to a standstill as the
entire valley remains snow-covered all
through the winters, thus geographically
isolated from the rest. Winter in Zanskar
isvery harsh as it witnesses more snowtall
than other regions of Ladakh. During theses
harsh winter months, Zanskar becomes
inarcessible with shortageof hasic essential
commiedities. People here fight hard tosur-
vive during harsh winters.
Kargil-Zanskar road remains open for
only four to five months. Even then if takes
almost 11 hours to travel by bus from Kar-
gil, while Srinagar to KEargil and Kargil to
Leh which are at adistance of 205 kms and
230 kms respectively, takes only six and
four hours respectively, The reason is that
the Karzil-Zanskar road is rough and treach-
ercus. It is been badly neglected by the
digtrict and state administration, It still
remains unsafe and dangerous to travel.
The Zojila Pass, however, remains in
news maorenfien. Peoplecreate a nolsswhen
it gets closed early and openslate. Recently,
the Ministry of Transport and Highways
sanctioned 10,000 Crore and announced for
building tunnel at Zojila pass to provide
all-weather connectivity to people in Ladakh

region. Needless, tosay that everv vear the
political leaders and high level bureaucrats
vizsit there to take stock of the situation, so
as tomake sure that the road gets close late
in winter and opens early in spring.

This vear, forexample, the Deputy Com-
missioner Kargil, and several other politi-
cal leaders from all spectrum visited the
Zojila Pass with thelr cavaleade and media
agencies. The Chicef Executive Conncilor
(CEC)of Ladak h Autonomons Hill Develop-
ment Council (LAHDC) Kargil, himsalf
flew to Srinazar via Leh and travelled back
from Srinagar to Kargil on the very first
day ofitsopeningalong with several hundred
passengzer vehicles,

But no one from the authorities, be it
political leaders or bureancrats, have so
far visited the Penzila Pass which is still
closed since early November last vear.
There is still no sufficient workforce and
sophisticated machines at place to clear
the heavy snowfall covering the roads.
This clearlv speaks of thelr apathy towards
fanskar,

This indifference towards Zanskar val-
ley from both the state and the district has
4 long history. After being integrated into
Jammu Kashmir in 1947, Zanskar was ane
amongotherregionsin Ladakh tobedeclarsd
restricted areas and was only opened to
foreigners in 1974, 1t was in 1979 that the
anly road in Zanskar was built to conneet
Padum with its headguarter Kargil.

Zanckar has great potential to emerge
a5 one of the finest tourist destination, but
due ta lack of proper infrastructure, better
road connectivity and improved digital
connectivity many of the tourists divert
their visit to other places,

However, thelongsought demand by the
peoplenf Fanskarfor the speedy completion
of Nimo-Padum-Tarcha rosd has never been
fulfifled and remains far from its comple-
tiom, This road, ifmaterialised, would be a
sateand quick alter native routs for the lone
Srinagar-Kargil-Leh route. But unfortu-
nately the continuous negligence by the
authorities has Kept the completion of this
road at bay, Most importantly, this road is
imperative toend the despairof the prpople
of Zanskar,

Communication during winter still re-
mainsafar distant dream in Zanskar, Doar-
ing peak winter months when all access to
Zanskar is closed, the frozen Zanskar Riv-
ar remains the only aceess route, People
travel along the Zanskar River when the
ice freezes. This walk through the frozen
river is traditionally known as “"Chadar
Trek” or the frozen sheet to travel in and
out from Zanskar to Nimmo in Leh.

Many families from Zanskar valley are
foreed to walk 45 miles to the nearest hos-
pital in minus 35 to give birth to a child, to
buy neceszary food items, or toadmit their
children in scheols outside of Zanskar All
thizreguiresis towalk onfoot on the frozen
Zanskar River, atanaltitnde of 11, 123t for
elght hours.

Forthe distressed people of Zanskar this
journey is no less than a nightmare. The
ailing and eritical patients in need of emer-
gency treatment travel through itatarisk
for life. Many people have had lost their
lives while braving tocomplete this journey.
Thus the suffering and mizery of inacces-
gibility continues to harm the people of
Yanskar to this date.

Moreover, the people of Zanskarhaveno
say intheir politicsl matters and their griev-
ances are hardly represented anywhere in
the political discussions. The peeudo rep-
reqentation ol Zanskar inJammu Kashmir
Assembly 15 clear from the fact that the
demarcation of the so called “Zanskar As-
sembly Constitueney” is such that never
had in the long political history a person
from Zanskar haswon and represented the
constitueney,

[t Is because several of the villages have
heen added to the Zanskar assembly con-
stituency from Suru valley, which deprive
the candidate from Zanskarfrom winning
the slections. Along with this, Rangdum
which 15 a villapes in Zanskar has been in-
cluded in the Kargil Assembly constitu-
ency. Thisgerrymanderingof the assemhly
eanstituency structurally disenfranchise
the whole population of Zanskar from
democratic representation process and
further marginalise them in the decision
making process.

Muoreover, the politicaldiscourse in FKar-
gildistrict getsalmost nosay from Zanskar,
Az a result, the people of Zanskar fee] de-
prived and alienated so0 much so that on a
social media platform a campaign is baing
runcnapagedemanding “Zansker Demands
DNistrict and Separate Assembly Seat™ with
several hund red people following. The puge
constantly highlights the discrimination
and negligence of the peopleof Zanskarand
aims toend the political alienation of Zan-
akar, Thiscampaign should become an eyve
apener for both the Centre and the State
government to address the concerns amd
izssues towards Zanskar and its people, This
apathy and continuous discrimination to-
wards Zanskar must come to an end.

Author is a research scholar at Jawaharlal
Nehru University and can be mailed at
chhewangdorje007@gmail.com

FEEDBACK

Veteriary
profession 1 facing
new challenges

DR. MUJEEB FAZILI
This refers to the write up entitled “Huoman Liver Fluke: A

wakeupeall” by Dr, Zubair Ahmad War that appeared in Rising
Kashmiron May 03, 2016.

[tistroe that the veterinarians are primarily supposed to concen-
trateon animal produetion{bresding, feeding, heedingand wesding),
diseass diagnosis, treatment and prevention without ignoring animal
welfare. While taking care of animals and birds, they continue to
play a significant role in human health,

Author deserves applause for highlighting in an impressive way
the major fields where vets strive for human health. In the following
few lines T wish to add some details and mention more fields of work-
ing. In the Veterinary schools, all the new entrants mandatorily take
the Veterinarian's Oath during their freshers day celebrations.

In presence of their mentors and teachers they “solemnly swear
to use their sclentific knowledge and skills for the benefit ol soclety”™
asa lifelong obligation. Thus all theiractivities as futore profession-
als at fundamental level are directed towards human health,

Veterinarians have alwayvs dedicated themselves to the discipline
of the comparative medicing. Use of animal models of human amnd
animal disease in translational and bicmedical research has revo-
lutionised the health sector. Bernhard Lauritz Frederik Bang, Peter
Charles Noherty (noble laureate), Daniel Elmer Salmon and Ralph
Brinsterarssome of the veterinarians that have revolutionized both
human and veterinary medicine simultaneously.

Animal Assisted Human Therapy (AAHT) is ancther emerging
field gaining importance particularly in the mental health. The
physical, physiological, and psychological health benefits are gener-
ally noticed following AATH in clients as well as the professionals.

Under the widespread threat of terrorism, alert veterinarians
silently play a significant rolein passive surveillance of diseases that
could be introduced intentionally into any country,

Vetarinary practitioners are key to an effective, robust surveil-
lance and early warning system for all new and re-emerging epidem-
s, To prevent a national or international crisis, vigilanee is essen-
tial, and so too are veterinarians.

If the war against malnutrition, zoonosis, bioterrorism and drug
redigtance iswinnable, close coordinationof med ical and veterinary
professions are necessary, “One health concept” thus needs immed i-
ate attention by all the stakeholders.

The veterinary profession is currently under transformat ion fac-
ingnew challenges and responsibilities, despite being biased, ignored
and undervalued. The contribution of veterinarians like Dr. Zubair
in spreading the awareness among masses is a weleome step andd
deserves encouragement.

Author is an Associate Professor (Surgery) Veterinary Clinical
Services Complex, Faculty of Veterinary Sciences & AH [SKUAST-K)
and can be mailed at fazili_mr@yahoo.co.in
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